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ENGH 044 061 Twelfth Grade English 2
Be sure to include ALL pages of this project (including the directions and the assignment) when you send the project to your teacher for grading. Don’t forget to put your name and I.D. number at the top of this page!
Project 1 is worth 100 points. It is worth 10 percent of your course grade. For this project, you will choose one of the following options. Rubrics are provided so you know how you will be graded and what is required. Please look over the rubrics as well as reading the comments they provide. Also, review the appendix in this course for more about writing essays, thesis statements, paragraphs, MLA style, and conventions.
Essays should be 1,200 words. To submit your project, read the directions following the rubric. 
Essay, Option 1 
How did Victorian era writers use didacticism in their publications?
Write an essay in which you answer this question. Look at a minimum of two works from Victorian era writers that were assigned in this course and explain how they incorporated didacticism in their writings. Be sure to indicate in the intro what works you are discussing. As you prepare your essay, you will need to give a summary of the ideas in each work and connect these ideas to the Victorian concept of didacticism. Use specific examples from the work to explain your thoughts. 
Essay, Option 2
Use the Victorian era works covered in Units 3 and 4 to compare an idea (belief, value, political issue, or social issue) found in the text to some aspect of today’s society. It could be something that is the same as it was in the text, or an idea that has shifted from the time these works were written until now. In your intro, identify the idea/issue you are discussing along with how the views toward it have changed or remained the same. You will need to explain how the characters in the works address the issue as well as how it is addressed in society today.

With Option 2, you can complete it as a written essay or as a speech: 

Written Essay Option
Answer the question for Option 2 by writing a 1,200 word essay. You may research the issue from an outside source, but then be sure to include a proper MLA Works Cited page and in-line citation (see the appendix for more on these). 
Speech Option
Answer the question for Option 2 by recording a seven-minute video presentation in which you give a speech. The speech will be graded with the same rubric as the essay, including conventions in style, sentence structure, and grammar. 
If you choose to do the speech option, YOU MUST SUBMIT YOUR PROJECT ONLINE. Go to the online version of your course and use the navigation panel to access the directions for Project 2. 

This project will be graded according to the following rubric. Point breakdown is:
Thesis Statement:	20 points possible		Sentence Fluency:	10 points possible
Ideas / Content:	20 points possible		Conventions:		10 points possible
Organization: 		20 points possible		Citations:		10 points possible
Language and Style:    10 points possible		Total points possible:	100

	
	20
	16
	12
	8
	4
	0

	Thesis Statement




	Thesis statement is very clear and clearly addresses the posed question.
	Thesis statement is clear and generally answers the posed question.

	Thesis is unclear, but a main idea is generally present and on topic.
	Thesis statement is unclear, and main idea is not clearly on topic. 
	Thesis statement is unclear, and main idea is off topic.
	Thesis statement is missing and main idea is unclear.

	Ideas/ Content







	Details are clear, specific, and accurately summarize the text. Support of the thesis is clear. 
	Details are accurate and summarize the text. Support of the thesis is apparent.
	Details are present and give a general idea of the text. Some connections to the thesis are present.
	Details are vague and do not give a clear summary of the text. Support of the thesis is lacking.
	Details are confusing and do not summarize the text. There is almost no connection to the thesis.
	No details from the text. No connection to the thesis.

	Organization












	Effective order of detail with transitions connecting ideas. Well-developed intro, body, and conclusion and solid use of paragraphs. 

	Strong order with some transitions. Intro, body, and conclusion are all developed and paragraphs generally used correctly.
	Attempts to organize with weak transitions. Intro, body, and conclusion are not fully developed, and paragraphs are attempted.
	Lacking organization with few to no transition. Intro, body, and conclusion are not developed or might be missing and paragraphs are incorrect.
	Disorganized and confusing with no apparent transition. Intro, body, and conclusion are not identifiable and paragraphs are lacking. 
	Organization is not attempted and no transitions are apparent. Missing intro, body, or conclusion and no paragraphs are used. 



	
	10
	8
	6
	4
	2
	0

	Language and Style (Word Choice/Voice)







	Words chosen clearly communicate meaning and thoughts. Vocabulary is accurate, natural, and appropriate. Style is unique and appropriate.

	Words chosen communicate meaning and thoughts. Vocabulary is sufficient for communicating ideas. Style is natural.
	Words chosen are general in communication of meaning and thoughts. Vocabulary, while perhaps accurate, is not clearly followed. Style is attempted and successful at times.
	Words may be confusing at times. Vocabulary might be overdone or too basic. Style is unnatural.
	Words chosen are confusing throughout. Vocabulary may be unnatural or distracting. Style is lacking originality.
	Words have no meaning. There is no style.

	Sentence Fluency





	Sentences are smooth and easy to read. Varied in length and structure throughout.
	Sentences are easy to read. Varied in length and structure at times.
	Sentences are sometimes awkward. Lacking in a variety of length or structure.
	Sentences are often difficult to read. Choppy or run together sentences are noticeable.
	Sentences are difficult to read. Choppy or run together sentences to the point of distraction.
	Sentences contain such lack of fluency that it is challenging to read for under-standing.

	Conventions (spelling, punctuation, capitalization, grammar, including titles!)
	No glaring errors. Readability seems flawless. 
	If errors are present, they do not distract the reader. 
	Occasional errors, but not too distracting. 
	Frequent errors affect the readability.
	Numerous errors are distracting throughout and make the text hard to read. 
	So many errors it cannot be read for under-standing. 

	Citations and Works Cited page (as needed)



	Follows MLA format correctly. In-line citations and Works Cited page done correctly.
	Follows MLA format with few errors. Citations and Works cited page are used as needed with few errors.
	Follows MLA format, with some errors. Attempted citations and Works Cited page but contains errors.
	Does not use MLA format. Citations and Works Cited page contain many errors.
	Does not follow MLA style. Missing citations and Works Cited page information. 
	No citations and no Works Cited page.

	Total Score out of 100 possible points: 



To submit this project electronically, access the online version of your course. Use the navigation panel to access the directions for Project 3.
To submit this project by mail, refer to the directions in the enrollment information you received with your print materials. 


Essay Option
Begin typing here (delete directions for speech option).
Speech Option
Record your presentation as a digital video. Be sure the video quality clearly captures everything you use in your presentation, including your gestures, expressions, and visual aids. Record your own image from the waist up. Also, make sure your voice is clearly audible.

You may upload your presentation to YouTube. To protect your safety, select the UNLISTED privacy setting for your video. (This means that your video will not appear in any search of You Tube, but people who have the URL can watch it. Refer to the SAFETY information on You Tube’s homepage for more information.)

Copy and paste the URL for your video into the Project 1 Preface Page in this project assignment document (scroll down). 

If you do not have a YouTube Account, you may upload your video directly to UNHS through your project page in the course.  

Required video format for uploading to UNHS: .wmv or .mp4 

Save your project, noting your name, the project number, and the course number in the title. Example:

ENGH044061_YourNameHere_Project2Video.wmv

NOTE: If you experience difficulty or long delays in uploading, you may need to compress your video file. Recommended freeware programs for compression are:
http://www.zamzar.com/

When you have created your video and have it ready for submission (either to YouTube or the UNHS Project page), complete the rest of the preface page and bibliography in this project assignment document. 
Save it with the filename: ENGH044061_YourNameHere_Project2.doc.
Use the UNHS online course Project 1 page to submit your project assignment to your teacher.
BE SURE TO WRITE YOUR NAME AND ID NUMBER 
IN THE SPACE PROVIDED ON THE FIRST PAGE
 OF THIS PROJECT ASSIGNMENT DOCUMENT!
Name
Professor
Course 
Date
[bookmark: _GoBack]Feminism: Modern connections to John Mill's Subjection of Women
From time immemorial, women have always been disadvantaged by society. While the modern-day woman enjoys some semblance of equal rights and freedom as the men, she still grapples with some of the challenges and subjection that the Victorian woman had to endure. Since the Victorian era, when John Mill wrote his classical work, Subjection of Women, feminism has always been an intricate part of society. Through extensive advocacy and lobbying, feminists have tried to change the woman's place in society, her voice, her roles, and how she competes with men in life. John Mill's ideas and thoughts in the Subjection of Women resonate with the beliefs of modern Feminists: that the historical, social norms that regulate and dictate the social and political relationship between men and women-the legal and social subjugation of one sex to the other-is morally and socially unacceptable. The exiting social construct between men and women is one of the critical stumbling blocks for human development. We should replace it with moral principles of equality, fairness, and eradicating inequality.
When John penned his work in 1869, feminism was frowned upon and unpopular in Victorian society. Unlike today, there was a general acceptance of a woman's place in society; her husband subject, with no say in matters of the family and politics of the day. John acknowledges the complexity and unpopularity of his book's subject matter. He says: "…the burden is hard on those who attack an almost universal opinion" (John. 5). John voiced his opinions when even the women seemed to have accepted their position in society, accepting to become home managers, politically ignorant, and second-class humans. Today, modern feminism has gained considerable grounds. The contemporary woman is better aware of her right and freedoms. Also, many, men; albeit not completely, have realized that empowering and treating women as their equals goes a long way in developing society: socially and economically.
Unlike the feminists of today, John adopts a despondency voice in his advocacy for women's suffrage and equal rights. John, in his introductory comments, depicts the position of women as beyond the control of society. He acknowledges that the apparent oppression of women is a result of societal experimentation of different power dynamics; women over men and the latter over the former. (John .9) Mill notes that society had accepted the power dynamics between men and women as a critical construct for "happiness." In Mill's work, we get a glimpse into the life and place of a Victorian-era woman who was legally subjected to the men, with her destiny subject to the men's discretion. In contrast, modern feminism is based upon defying social constructs, empowering women to defy society's normalized oppression and to refuse the status quo. 
In subjection of women, Mill draws parallels between the plight of women to slavery. He notes that the power relationship between men and women is influenced by practices of slavery that were gradually becoming obsolete. The Victorian men, especially the noblemen, tended to lord over the women: as an attempt to hold some semblance of the power they had had over former slaves. Mill writes that; "…for everyone who desires power, desires it most over those who are nearest to him" (John. 21). Notably, Mill acknowledges that the power dynamics between men and women differ fundamentally from slavery in that; women had voluntarily surrendered their freedom to the men. (John. 25) Today's feminism has come a long way since the Victorian era. Today, feminists are not fighting against "slavery"; they are fighting for things like the choice of contraceptives for women, the freedom of women to express their sexuality, and freedom of choice. In so many ways, the fundamental issues Mill addressed in Subjection of Women are not as widespread in today's world.
Mill describes the fundamental importance of voting in the liberation of Victorian-era women. At that time, women had no political voice and were not allowed to vote. Women had to live by the political choices the men made and had no say in the political policies and laws that affected them. Mill describes the protest and petitions women had to make to the parliament to grant their voting rights. In this vein, feminism has genuinely evolved. The majority of women today enjoy equal voting rights as men. Some women have even successfully challenged men in elective positions.
In the second chapter of Subjection of Women, Mill examines the women's palace in the marriage institution. In Mill’s work, we understand the marriage laws and practices of the Victorian age. The author delves into the construct of marriage, noting the lack of choice in marriage partners for women. Traditionally women were forcefully given into marriage by their fathers or even taken as wives forcefully by men. Mill also notes the Church's complicity in propagating this obscene marriage practice. While the Church required some form of consent from the woman before officiating the wedding, it didn't make any meaningful efforts to ascertain whether the woman had entered the marriage out of her own volition. (John. 53). In the contemporary world, women have a more significant say in who they marry and their age. However, despite the modern woman's liberation, some semblance of the Victorian era still exists today. Some girls are forced into early marriages by their fathers; most of these girls are given away as wives to older men who pay hefty bride prices to their fathers.
Mill examines the construct of feminism and social classes. He notes that the social style influences the way women are treated by society. Through Mill's expert monologue and prose, the contemporary literature enthusiast gets to travel back to the Victorian age. On page 55, the author notes that fathers in higher social classes accorded their daughters some degree of choice in their marriage partners, often preferring their daughters over some stranger son-in-law. (John.55) The concept of feminism and social stratification is still evident today. Men of lower social standing, with lesser education and exposure, generally oppress their women compared to men of higher social status. Arguably, the more inferior class males have a deep-seated inferiority complex that drives them to crush their women as a sign of power.
Mill also examines the power dynamics between men and women at the family level. The author notes that the Victorian era menfolk couldn't bear the thought of having their women as their equals at home, therefore delegating them to the kitchen to demonstrate power. Women of that time were also viewed as having low mental capacity than the men, hence the delegation to mundane home management duties. (John. 88) In contrast, the modern man has had to make peace with having their women as equals. Also, the modern woman is a career woman, working the same jobs as the men, therefore, taking herself out of the kitchen and into the corporate world.
In conclusion, John Mill does an excellent job of clearly depicting the life and social constructs the Victorian era women had to live under. Through his work, we get to appreciate the freedoms and right the modern woman enjoys. Without a doubt, Mill has established himself as an iconic Victorian-era author and social commentator.
Work cited.
Mill, John Stuart. The subjection of women. Vol. 1. Transaction Publishers, 1869.
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